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Excmo. Sr: Peter Gunning 
Embajador de la República de Irlanda en Madrid 

RECTOR,Coordinador del CSIC, Don Hugo, distinguished participants 
a large and ambitious undertaking that begins here today and will 1 

through to 1 November. 1 would simply like, on behalf of the Embassy 
irish Govemment, to wish the conference on "Ireland and the Iberian L 

every success. We are looking fonvard to hearing many of the contribut 
to meeting as many of you as possible during the proceedings. 

Collectively, al1 of you - the organisers, coordinators, hosts and partic 
represent a very significant asset in the context of Spanish-Irish relatic 
work, your insights, your publications, afford a deep background to the 
between Spain and Ireland today and a sense of continuity and conneci 
ning through those relations over the centuries. We ver -  much appreci 
you bring to the task and are very pleased to be among the Conferenci 
sors. 

That sense of continuity and of building on what has gone before I 
forced for me when 1 saw the record of the First Intemational Sympc 
Spanish Irish Relations held in Salamanca in 2004. It is a beautifully 1 
work - congratulations to Four Courts Press - with a wonderful pc 
Richard Wall on the cover and with a fascinating range of material from 
times to the 1950s. 1 cannot resist, as the current Irish Ambassador 1 

quoting from Michael Kennedy's account of Leopold Kemey's St. Patn 
reception in 1936 "he organised a mass and together with his wife hostec 
tion for 70 people or so, practically al1 governesses or teachers, at the Ir 
tion. This was the first occasion that many members of the Irish colo 
chance to meet each other.. .". h d  later, more mundanely, "1 was able 
the May accounts with some efforts and with the valuable assistance of T 
ney". 

Congratulations to Dr. Declan Downey and Julio MacLennan, a: 
and may 1 take this opportunity to add further congratulations to Declz 
bestowal on him in May this year of a Knighthood of the Order of 
Católica. 


